APPENDIX B.
Note on Documents issued by the Crown,1
some appreciation of the wide activities of government may best be
gathered from a consideration of documents issued by the Crown and
Ministers. These fall into two main classes: (1) instruments executed by, or
in the name of the Queen, many of which bear Her Majesty's signature,
and (2) departmental instruments. The latter category is so vast that,
beyond a reproduction in Appendix C of some specimen orders, no attempt
can be made to enumerate the documents which issue from the depart-
ments in the course of their administrative activities. Some figures of
Statutory Instruments published in recent years, which include the more
important documents of this class, have been given elsewhere.2
Royal instruments fall under three heads:
 (1)	Orders in Council
 (2)	Warrants, Commissions, Instructions to Colonial Governors and
Orders under the Sign Manual.
 (3)	Proclamations, Writs, Letters Patent, Charters, Grants and other
documents under the Great Seal.
(1)	By means of Orders made by the Sovereign, by and with the advice Orders in
of the Privy Council, are exercised the prerogative and statutory powers of Council,
the Crown. As an example of a prerogative Order in Council may be
cited colonial legislation, such as the Mauritius (Legislative Council) Order
in Council, 1947, reconstituting the Legislative Council of the Colony, or
the Order in Council commanding the issues of writs for the calling of a
new Parliament, which accompanies the Proclamation dissolving Parlia-
ment. The statutory powers of the Crown are normally exercised by Order
in Council, if they are conferred upon the Crown, as under the Foreign
Jurisdiction Act, 1890, and not upon a specified Minister. The results
attendant on appeals to the Judicial Committee are promulgated in this
manner, the Queen in Council making an Order on the advice tendered by
the Committee, While legal responsibility for Orders in Council rests
upon the members of the Privy Council in attendance at the meeting
(usually not more than four or five), other than the Sovereign, if present,
political responsibility rests with the Minister, in whose department the
draft Order is framed*
(2)	Documents under the Sign Manual relate both to prerogative and Warrants,
statutory powers. They are used to authorise administrative acts and to ^S^™08
make appointments to office or to commissioned ranks in the Forces. uu(ierthe
Sign Manual
1 Halsbury, Lam of England (3rd cd.), Vol. 7., pp. 331 ff., should be
consulted on this subject* See also, Anson Law and Custom of the Constitution,
4th ed., Vol. 2, Part L,pp, 62-72.
» P. 352, ante.

